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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE TIMES, ECCLESIASTICALLY CONSIDERED, 
In a Charge 


To the Cierey, from the BisHop, of the Diocese of South-Carolina, 


Neary six years having elapsed since my Episcopal consecra- 
tion, the recommendation of the Church,* as toa Triennial Charge, 
is brought to recollection, The.subject of the first Charge was 
“The Times, morally considered,” andthe error charged against was 
devotion to money getting. The subject of the present Charge is 
“The Times, ecclesiastically considered,” and the error, charged 
against, is devotion to the teaching of individuals, in disparagement 
of the teaching of the word of God, and also of the teaching of the 
Church of God.t Introductory to our subject, let us notice the me- 
thod divinely appointed, of teaching religion. At first, the teach- 
ing was by the voice of God, addressed to Adam and Eve, and 
Cain, and Noah, and the Patriarchs, and many others. Afterwards, 
the teaching was by institutions, signs of great truths, both doc- 
trines and precepts, as sacrifices, celebrated by Abel, Noah, Abra- 
ham, lsaac and Jacob; as, the offering of bread and wine on the 
part of the Priest Melchezedek; as the benediction{ which the 
same Priest pronounced, and as the rite of circumcision, the sign 
of the covenant which required both truths to be believed, and du- 
ties to be performed. Again, the teaching was, by men inspired, 
“holy men of God spake, as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
Noah was “a preacher of righteousness,” and his lessons and those 
of other persons which are on record, must be inspired, for * all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”§ In this earliest age 
then, (the Patriarchal) the methods of teaching by God were three, 
by his voice, his institutions, and his «nspived agents. It is proba- 
ble there was teaching provided by the Church, as for instance, a 
liturgy, and offices, or formularies for administering the rites of cir- 
cumcision, and sacrifice, and it is not improbable, that the Priests may 
have expounded, and exhorted in the public assembly, but nothing is 
known as to these points. We read of Abraham, that the Lord 
said “ I know him that he will command his children and his house- 
hold” —* and they shall keep the way of the Lord,” and Hebrew 
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parents in general were directed. to instruct their children as to the 
nature of the Passover feast.* But if there was in the Patriarchal 
Church any public instruction, any custom similar to preaching ser- 
mons, where is the mention of it? Much is recorded of divine 
teaching. Nothing is recorded (so far as I have discovered) of hu- 
man teaching, and therefore ifit existed, it must have been regarded 
as a fact not sufficiently important to claim any, or at least any un- 
doubted record. Let this state of the case be considered in contrast 
with the history of the Church of our day, in which there is scarce a 
page without some reference to the preacher, and his sermons. 

In the next age of the Church, (the Mosaic,) the teaching was 
direct from the Almighty. We read “the Lord talked with Moses,” 
and he made communications, in the like manner, to many others. 
Again, the teaching was by divinely instituted ceremonies, signs not 
Jess explicit and impressive than words, by which doctrines and pre- 
cepts—things to be believed, and things to be done, were inculca- 
ted, There was the ceremony of circumcision,t—of sprinkling with 
blood the door—of various sacrifices,f in particular the Passover, 
and those ceremonies connected with the Tabernacle—the Ark—the 
Mercy-seat§—the Temple and its furniture.|| Then there was the 
ceremony of blessing observed by Aaron, his sons, his successors in 
the Priesthood—and by Balaam,{| which was sanctioned by our 
blessed Lord, and the Apostle Paul,** and is preserved in the 
Christisn Church. And again, the teaching was by inspired men, 
orally, and in writing. Aaron had words put in his mouth, Moses 
both spake and wrote, Deborah and Barak uttered a song, and Solo- 
mon a prayer—and David wrote Psalms for the Temple worship, 
and the sixteen Prophets those books which we have. Whether in 
addition to this teaching by God in three ways, as we have seen, 
that is, by direct communications from him, by his institutions, and 
by his agents through their inspired speeches and writings, there 
was also teaching by uninspired persons, either collectively or indi- 
vidually—whether, at this period, the wisdom and knowledge of 
the body of believers in their collective capacity, of ‘‘ the ‘Holy 
Church” were made use of, for the instruction of each member, and 
of those out of the fold, whether there were liturgies, offices for ad- 
ministering the ordinances—or other teachings (like our Homilies 
for example) provided by the Church, is highly probable. ‘*‘ Moses,” 
that is, the Pentateuch, “the Prophets,” that is, their writings, were 
readji “ every Sabbath day,” and it appears, systematically, (as 
they are now in the Church,) for when our Lord stuod up to read 
in the Synagogue, “there was delivered unto him the book of 
the Prophet Esaias’”—the Church by this her arrangement, giving 
to the people in the course of a year, or other period, the whole 
counsel of God, not in the words which man, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth—the truth of God from his own book in words of 


divine inspiration. 





*Exodus xii. 26 and xiii. 8: tExodus iv. 25. xii. 48. Joshua v. 2. 
tExodus xii. 3, 14, 27. xiii. 13 xx. 24. xxix. 26. § Exodus xxxvili. 
\|Ezra iii. 3 and vi 17. Numbers vi. 24, and xxiv. 9. 


**Mark x. 16. Luke xxiv. 50. 1 Cor. x. 16. Hebrews vii. 7. ttActs xiii. 27, xv. 21. 
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It is also probable that there was public teaching by individuals, 
by the Priests, that they were authorized to address the congrega- 
tion—that their knowledge, and skill in imparting it, and talent of 
persuasion were made use of for instructing and influencing the 
people. But that they preached every time the people assembled 
for religious instruction, or that they preached very frequeutly is 
improbable, as there are so few references to the fact. Indeed I 
have been able to discover but one, which is in the book of Nehe- 
miah, where we read of certain Priests and Levites that they “ caus- 
ed the people to understand” the law, and that they “ gave the 
sense’’* of the law of God. It is true, there is in the Bible the re- 
cord of many speeches by both Priests and lay persons, but these 
are, as is all Seripture, of “divine inspiration,” and are not the 
teachings of men—not human teaching, but the teachings of God — 
divine teaching by agents divinely inspired. 

In the third age of the Church (the Apostolic) the teaching was 
direct from God, as when the voice “from heaven” at our Lord’s 
baptism, and “out of the cloud,” at his transfiguration, and to 
Saul on his journey to Damascus. All the sermons of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who is “ very God of very God,” are direct teachings 
from God, Again, there was teaching in this age (as we have shewn 
there was in the preceding ages,) by institutions of God's appoint- 
ment, as the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and the 
ordinances, of Confirmation or the laying on of hands, of Matrimony, 
of Holy Orders, of the declaration of Absolution, and Benediction 
‘to be made by the Priest alone.” These sacraments and ordinances 
are not only “ means of grace,” but a/so means of instruction, out- 
ward signs of great truths, which are inculcated in this manner 
quite as clearly as they could be by words—quite as clearly by 
these addresses through the vision, as by the addresses through the 
sense of hearing. Holy Scripture declares, as to Baptism, that it is 
“a figure ;” as to the Lord’s Supper, thai it shows forth the death 
of Christ—as to the * Laying on of hands,” that it is a “ doctrine :” 
as to Marriage, that it is ‘“‘a great mystery concerning Christ and 
the Church’”’—as to Ordination, ** remember them which have the 
rule over you who have spoken unto you the word uf God, whose 
faith follow.’ As to the declaratiun of ‘“‘ Abswlution and Benedic- 
tion,” “if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as a 
heathen man and publican.” ‘ Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, 
shall be loosed in heaven.” The Church too reminds us that the 

Sacraments and ordinances were intended as for other holy purpo- 
Ses, so also as means of instruction —that Baptism teaches the “ mys- 
tical washing away of sin,” the Lord’s Supper that “ Jesus Christ is 
our spiritual food and sustenance,” Confirmation ‘ Gad’s favor and 
gracious goodness” — Holy Orders, that ‘‘ no man shall be accounted 
a lawful Bishop, Priest or Deacun, except he hath had Episcopal 
ordination,” Absolution, that God “hath given power and com- 
mandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the remission of their sins’ —and the Benediction 
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that it is God who spake to his Priests, “saying ye shall bless the 
children of Israel.’’ 

Once more, there was teaching in this age of the Apostles, by the 
agency of men inspired both to preach, and to write—to preach, as 
were John the Baptist, the twelve Apostles, the Apostle Paul—the 
Seventy and the Deacon Stephen*—to write, as did the authors of 
the New Testament—eight in number, six Apostles, viz., Matthew, 
John, Paul, James, Peter and Jude, and two Evangelists, Mark 
and Luke, who were aided as is supposed by the Apostles Pau] 
and Peter. 

In this age, there was also public uninspired teaching prepared 
both by the collective body ofthe believers, that is the Church, and 
by individuals, that is the divinely commissioned ministers. A re- 
markable instance of teaching, by the Church, is the decision by it, 
assembled in council, on the subject of Circumcision, which fully 
proves, as is expressed in our 20th Article, that ‘tthe Church hath 
power to decree rites or ceremonies” (either to abolish or enact 
them,) and also hath “ authority in controversies of faith.” 

There are Liturgiest existing, which were used in the Church at 
Constantinople, Rome, Milan, in Egypt, Ethiopia, Gaul, &c., pro- 
bably as early as the middle of the fourth and the fifth centuries, and 
tradition ascribes one of them to the Apostle James, another to the 
Apostle .iobn, a third to the Apostle Peter, and the fourth to St. 
Mark, The commission given to the perpetual Ministry to “ teach,” 
Matt. xxviii. 19, that is to address the understanding, and to 
“preach” Mark xvi. 15, which includes an address to the affec- 
tions—the commission for instrtiction, and exhortation, and the 
practice of the first ministers, the Apostles, and their successors, 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, to the present day, in virtue of that 
commission prove conclusively, that sermonizing is an ordinance of 
divine institution, that is, just as Confirmation, for example, is an 
ordinance divinely appointed—not that the office for administering 
it, or the manner of the administrator are divinely controled—nei- 
ther is the sermon, its thoughts, its language, its style, or the manner 
of the preacher divinely directed. The Church does not hold that 
the sermon or the preacher is under divine inspiration. That they 
are, was an error peculiar to a sect of an age gone by. We know 
that many, in the Apostles’ day, preached under divine inspiration, 
for we have their sermons on record in Holy Scripture, and “all 
Scripture is —by inspiration af ‘God”—we have several of Paul’s 
sermons,§ and one by Stephen the deacon,|| and others. But whether 
the inspired men always preached under divine inspiration, is a 
question. Perhaps they did not, when the sermon is not recorded, 
as in the case of the Apostle Paul, who “in his own hired house, 
during two whole years was preaching and teaching,” and of the 
Deacon Philip, who, for some time, at Samaria, preached “the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 


Christ.” 





*(C.) Appendix. 
tPalmer’s Origines Liturgice, and “Tract on the antiquity of the existing liturgies.” 
¢(D.) Appendix. 

§Acts xiii. 16. xx. 18: xxii, xxvi. |Acts vii. 2. 
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Among Bishop Dehon’s valuable Sermons, ‘“‘ on the public means 
of grace,” in that on ‘public instruction,” the intrinsic and relative 
importance of “ preaching” are treated with admirable discrimina- 
tion and eloquence, and you will gladly receive these quotations : 

‘“‘ There are three modes of instruction, each of which is a spe- 
‘cies of public promulgation of truth, having its distinct character, 
‘and peculiar utility, by catechism, by reading the Scriptures, and 
‘by sermons. This means of grace—considered as the appoint- 
‘ment of the Most High—must he adapted to the purposes for 
‘which he hath ordained it. Considered as a means of enlightening 
‘and civilizing mankind, the evidence of historic fact attests its im- 
‘portance. Considered with regard to the condition and disposi- 
‘tions of the mass of mankind, it is a means of religious instruction, 
‘ without which many under the clouds of ignorance would become 
‘the prey of perdition, and for which we all have reason to be 
‘grateful to Him that hath ordained it. How many of our fellow- 
‘beings are there, who have neither opportunity nor capacity to 
‘ discover and open for themselves the fountains of truth. But that 
‘ which raises the lessons, which are read from the desk, to a pre- 
‘eminence above all sermons which are heard from the pulpit, is 
* that, in the former, are heard the words of God; in the latter, the 
* words of fallible man.” 

Another method of teaching, of which however there is only one 
instance recorded in holy Scripture, is ‘at, in a private way by lay 
persons, and it must be considered as approved by the great head 
of the Church, the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls—for the 
Apostles had “the mind of Christ,’ and the Apostle Paul calls 
*« Aquila and Priscilla his helpers,” of course his authorized ‘ help- 
ers in Christ Jesus,” and again, “Salute Urbane, our helper in 
Christ.” The manner in which these lay persous, men and women 
assisted, was in private, for they were not authorized to speak éo 
“the great congregation.” Apollos, “an eloquent man and mighty 
in the Scriptures,” (that is of the Old Testament, for the New Tes- 
tament was not then written,) but yet a novice in the Christian reli- 
gion, owed much to this lay teaching, which properly regulated, 
under persons denominated Catechists, was the instrument of much 
zood in the primitive Church, as it has been in our Church, under 
well qualified humble Sunday school teachers. ‘Him (Apollos) 
Aquila and Priscilla took unto them, “and expounded unto him 
the way of God more perfectly.” In the age, then, we have been 
reviewing (the Apostolic) the teaching was divine, and human—di- 
vine, directly from God, and indirectly by his institutions, and his 
inspired agents communicating his word both orally and in wri- 
ting—human, by the expositions, and the exhortations in the public 
assembly of his divinely ordained Ministers, the Bishops, Priests 
and Deacons, and, under them, in a private manner, by lay persons 
called in Holy Scripture ‘ helpers,” in the next age “ Catechists,” 
and since, Sunday school, or Church school teachers. 

In the present age, in our day, the teaching is, asin former ages, 
primarily divine. It is not however, a8 then, by direct communi- 
cations from God, nor by the oral teaching of inspired men; we 
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hear not the voice of the Almighty, as did Abraham, and Moses, 
and Paul, nor are we taught by inspired addresses as, in former 
ages, men were by the preacher Noah; the priest Aaron; the law- 
giver Moses; “ the goodly fellowship of the Prophets, the glorious 
company of the Apostles, and the noble army of Martyrs.” ‘The di- 
vine teaching is now exclusively by two methods, (instead of three 
or four as formerly) that is, by the institutions, and the word of 
God —by his Institutions, the two Sacraments, and his Ordinances, 
Confirmation, an outward sign of the inward grace of God’s blessing; 
Ordination, an outward sign of the authority to minister the holy sa- 
craments, to preach the word, and to rule in the Church—Absolution 
and Benediction, outward signs of the blessings of forgiveness, and 
spiritual help and comfort—the solemnization of Matrimeny—a 
type of the intimate relation between Christ and his Church*—and 
the ‘Consecration of a Church”—the outward sign of the reve- 
rence—the devotion, and the humility which such a separation of 
the building is adapted to teach, and to cherish.t 

We are divinely taught also, by the writings of inspired men, 
mercifully preserved, and brought within our reach, in the books of 
the Old and New Testament. 

With respect to uninspired teaching, we have that, by the Church, 
and by the preacher, by the Church,i in the acts of her councils,§ 
and in her various publications, as for example, in the “ ratification 
of the Book of Common Prayer” and “the Preface’”—for even 
these brief documents contain important information, and instruc- 
tion in great principles; in the order for reading the Psalms and the 
rest of “ Holy Scripture,” for this order is authoritative, and illustra- 
tive of the. wisdom of the Church, and replete with instruction of a 
general nature, for example that the Scriptures should be “searched 
daily’—that the Psalms are the best manual of devotion—that 
“morning” and “evening” especially we should hold communion 
with our God—the “ Talles’” by which we are guided to a know- 
ledge of Christ, of the great events, (the festival, the fast,) and the 
holy ones (angels and men) commemorated, and of “ all Scripture:” 
the “Calendar,” which teaches us to mark the progress of time less by 
the course of the natural sun, and of the planets—than of the Sun 
of Righteousness—and of his day-star—his planets and their satel- 
lites—the Liturgy, that is, the “ Daily morning prayer,” the Litany 
for “ Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays,” and the “ daily evening 
prayer’ —the prayers and thanksgivings for occasions—the collects 
and the arrangement (for this is the work of the Church) of the 
Epistles and Gospels—the offices for the sacraments, and for ordi- 
nances, eleven in number, marking the solicitude of the Church for 
her members in various situations, needing, as young, or ignorant, a 
catechism, confirming their pledge to be holy; entering on the 
married state—afllicted with sickness—compelled to have their holy 
communion in the chamber—committed to the grave, thankful for 
the gift of children—living on the ocean, in a state of imprisonment, 
religiously commemorating the annual harvest, and gathered in the 
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family circle. Then we have Psalms selected by the Church for stated 
and extra occasions, and the whole Psalter, as an essential of devo- 
tion, public and private. Finally, we have the Articles of Religion, 
called the Thirty-nine, the Ritual for ordaining and instituting Minis- 
ters, and for the consecration of aChurch, In this Book of Common 
Prayer,* at the value of the contents of which I have glanced, (were 
I to enter into detail [| should make a large volume,) we have a 
mass of instruction, full, various, minute, and yet so concise, that it 
furnishes materials, (in this respect, though of course at an infinite 
distance in excellence, resembling God’s own book) for deep reflee- 
tion, and for large discourse, and though it be in a small compass, a 
mete pocket volume, the instruction of the Church is (not merely 
unrivalled by any human teaching, as far as it goes,) but admirably 
extensive and comprehensive, and when we say it does not embrace 
all points of doctrine and duty, does not touch all controversies that 
have arisen, or may arise, we only say, that it is not perfect—that it 
may be improved, (though there is danger in attempting it) and that 
it isinfinitely inferior to the one perfect book. But if we desire the 
further information, and the assistance which the Church has pro- 
vided, attention should be extended to the Book of Common Prayer 
of the branch of the Church from which our own sprung. Much 
light on Church history, and on questionable points is shed by that 
part of the Prayer-bock of the Church of England, which is omitted 
or altered in our book. ‘“ This Church (1 quote from our Preface) 
is far from intending to depart from the Church of England, in any 
essential point of doctrine, discipline, or worship, or further than 
local circumstances require.” 

The other teachings of the Church are the Books of Homilies,t 
one of which, called in the 11th Article, the *‘ Homily of Justifica- 
tion,” but its proper title is ‘a sermon or Homily of Salvation, 
&c.,”’ is specially important to carry out the instruction of that Arti- 
cle, and to settle the sense of it—and other Homilies are valuableft 
as expositions of the Articles, and of the views of the Church of 
their time. The Constitution and the Canons (General and Dio- 
cesan) of our branch of the Church have a claim, as on our obedi- 
ence of course, so also on our use as teachings of the Church 
entitled to greater deference than those of any individual, but to less 
than those of the Church Universal. 

Uninspired teaching in our day is also in public, by those divinely 
commissioned, the Clergy, in their sermons, lectures and catechi- 
sings, and in private, by the use of the catechism and other teach- 
ings, counsel, and admonitiun of lay persons, in particular of parents, 
guardians, sponsors, school masters,and Sunday school agents— 
these last being regarded as deputies of the Pastor. 

If the question be asked to which teaching—that of the collective 
body, the Church, or that of the individual the Preacher, is due the 
greater respect, we might answer by these questions: Which is 
most likely to be correct? What is the decision of Holy Scripture 
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and of the Church herself as to this point? In the multitude of 
counsellors, is there not more safety than in one counsellor? Is it 
not mure probable that the Church, even of a province, is right, than 
that the individual is, and much more, that the Church Universal 
will be right—the Church (semper et ubique) always and every 
where, of all times, and in all the world, “the Holy Catholic 
Church.’’* The teachings of the Church, its interpretations of con- 
troverted texts, its dociniaies as to the things to be believed, (which 
we have in the three Creeds the Apostle’s, Nicene and St. Athanasi- 
us, as to what are duties, which we have in the Catechismf and else- 
where ; as to discipline (which we have in the Rubrics and Canons) 
and as to worship (which we have in the Prayer-vook and Canons,) 
its directions to the Clergy as to preaching, and catechising—Char- 
ges and Pastoral Letters (which we have in the Ordination services 
and Canons, )t and finally its regulations “ besides” (Art. 20,) that 
is, in addition to Holy Scripture for general instruction, and the par- 
ticular edification of its members, fi mean the “ Feasts and Fasts,”’ 
and in our branch of the Church, the Annual Thanksgiving Day. I 
repeat, are not such teachings of the Church, which embody the ex- 
perience of all ages from the beginning, more likely to be correct, 
than those of any individual, even if the most wise, the most learn- 
ed, the most holy of the human race.§ 

But hear the Church itself on this matter. “ The Churchl] hath 
power to decree rites and ceremonies.” No such ‘* power”’ is attrt- 
buted to any other man or men. ‘* The Church—hath authority in 
controversies of faith.” Nosuch “ authority” is committed to any 
other or others.’ In Article 21st, it is clearly implied that “things 
ordained by general councils have “strength” and “ authority,” 
unless they be contrary to Holy Scripture. Inthe Preface to our 
Book of Common Prayer, we read “ discipline—may be disposed 
of, as may seem most convenient for the edification of the people.” 
But by whom, by the Pastor, or any number of Pastors? No! By 
common consent and “ authority,” that is, by the Church. 

Again, hear the Scriptures, (Acts xv. 6.) ‘“ And the Apostles 
and Elders came together for to consider of this matter,” (the gene- 
ral obligation of Circumcision.) Wherefore this consultation, this 
counsel, if one person (a Pastor) was competent to decide it In 
verses 22, 23, we read, “the Apostles and Elders, with the whole 
Church—wrote letters,” giving their opinion as to the point. Why, 
if they had no more authority than the letter of any minister or mem- 
ber of the Church? In Matthew xvili. 17, we read, “ tell it unto 
the Church.” “If he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man.” Where is such a reference to an indi- 
vidual, as an ultimate arbiter, directed, or such an authority con 
ferred on him ? 

In John x. 22, we find our Lord uniting in the celebration of the 
«Feast of Dedication.” Now this feast was not divinely, but eccle- 
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*(H.) Appendix. 
tIn particular the two answers to the question on duty to God and to our neighbor. 


tCanons 27, 28- §(1.) Appendix. | Article xx; 
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siastically appointed,* and we have therefore his example, for recog- 
nizing the authority of the Church, in favor of complying with insti- 
tutions appointed by the Church. 

The method divinely approved of teaching religion, has been 
substantially the same from the beginning. This method has been 
recognized in our day, in our branch of the Church, according to 
which, the first place, as is most justly due, is given to teaching 
from God ; the second place, as is also most justly due, to the teach- 
ing from the Church; and the third place, as is also most justly due, 
paramount to that of any lay person, or association of lay persons, 
to the teaching of the Clergyman. But is this, the proper, the pre- 
scribed plan, strictly regarded? Is the relative importance of the 
three methods of teaching recognized generally, or even by the ma- 


jority? Is the divine teaching duly estimated? Is the Church 


teaching duly estimated? Is not the individual teaching unduly 
estimated, regarded as the chief, preferred to the divine and the 
ecclesiastical; to that in Holy Scripture, and in the formularies of the 
Church, if not, (owing to the restraint of Rubrics and Canons) almost 
exclusively used, yet overrated so extravagantly, that in the language 
of a cotemporary, preaching Sermons has come to be considered a 
third Sacrament, and worse, allowed to put aside the other teach- 
ings—to abridge them habitually, to mutilate them by unauthorized 
omissions, and it 1s feared, even sometimes to contradict them—not 
wilfully, we make no such accusation, but inadvertently, carelessly, 
in consequence of the hurry of the preparation for the pulpit, the 
multiplication of the exercises in it, and the adoption there and at 
Pastoral Catechising, of impromptu addresses. 

Of this error, this exaltation of a man’s teaching, and consequent 
disparagement of God’s teaching, and his Church’s teaching, there 
are traces in each age, from an early date. Of this error, in its most 
flagrant form, was Eve guilty, when she listened to a creature and 
obeyed him, rather than her Creator; and Adam, when he preferred 
her counsel. The builders of Babel were signally punished for 
seeking their happiness by human devices, instead of by the direc- 
tions and assistance of God, for endeavoring to reach heaven bya 
tower of human structure, instead of through the city, the Church, 
‘‘whose builder and maker is God.’”’ They who said ‘ Go to, let 
us build a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven,” 
and they who followed that teaching, did they not disparage the 
teaching of God, and of the fathers of the faithful—the heads of the 
Patriarchal Church ? 

In the time of Moses, human teaching was preferred, and they 
were awfully rebuked for it, to that which God had provided, by the 
deluded Levites, who gathered together against Moses, the divine- 
ly appointed Legislator, and Aaron the divinely appointed Priest, 
and said “ Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation 
is holy, and the Lord is among them.” 

In the age of the Apostles, the over estimate of individual teach- 
ing was thus exposed by the Apostle Paul, ‘* Every one of you saith, 





* Calmet—Arrticles “‘ Dedication” and ‘‘Feasts.”’ 
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I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas.---]s Christ divided ?” 
and he hath left this warning, would that it had been effectual: ‘ The 
time will come, when they will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears ; 
And they shall turn away theirears from the truth, and shall be turned 


unto fables.” 
(To be continued.) 





——gn—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


DISCOURSE AT THE ORPHAN-HOUSE, DEC, 1845. 


PsauM xxvii. 10, When my father and mother forsake me, then the Lord will] take me up: 


My Beloved Children :—In the words which I have just read to you, 
taken from the Holy Scriptures, there are two things which ought to 
engage your attention; the first is, the condition of the Orphan, “ when 
my father and mother forsake me ;” the second, the protection of the 
Orphan, “then the Lord will take me up.” 

These bodies which our souls inhabit, now so frail and sickly, so liable 
to accident and subject to death, were once so made as to be quite 
above all these things. Yes, Adam and Eve, who were the first persons 
that we read of in the Bible, would never have been subject to any of 
the calamities we now bear, if they had not sinned. The Bible tells us 
that death is the consequence of sin; and it is death that makes you 
Orphans. Now it is to this condition these words refer, ‘* when my 
father and mother forsake me.” You have no need to be told that this 
is the condition of many whom God sends into this world. Here is the 
evidence of it before your eyes. Look around and count. But here 
are not all probably in this city; there are some with friends which 
osrevents the necessity of their being brought to this institution. Now 
if you think how small a proportion of the population this is, of the 
whole State—and of all the United States, and of all the world, you 
will then be able to form some idea of the number of those who may 
be called orphans. What an affecting cousideration! How many 
untold millions in all ages of the world, and under every condition and 
circumstance of life, are left without father and muther! Here is the 
sympathy of grief! Your young hearts should feel for so much unhap- 
piness and misery! Your present happy circumstances may perhaps 
make you unmindful, and thoughtless altogether of the misery that falls 
to the lot of so mary. I[t is natural for you to be so. But endeavor to 
overcome so much indifference; and think sometimes of this, that I am 
now urging upon you. I press this upon you, not because it is my object 
to make you feel unhappy merely and weep, as Jesus did, over the 
sufferings of our race, but because it is my design to make such a recol- 
lection a benefit to you. Always when you think of this subject—the 
great number of orphan children—ask yourselves why is itso? We 
see at once why it is so, you parents have died. But why did they die ? 
It would be very proper to say they were sick, or killed, or destroyed in 
some way. But why were they sick, or killed, or destroyed? What 
shall the answer be? Because sin has entered into the world. Now 


ought not this one reflection upon the misery that exists among sc great 
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a portion of mankind situated as you are, be sufficient to convince you 
how awful sin is. But this unhappiness that exists, is but a small 
proportion of what mavkind suffer in innumerable other things. Here 


_however, is enough to make you see the exceeding sinfulness of sin, so 


far as suffering on earth is concerned. To make yuu know its real nature, 
how bad a thing sin is, I must te!l you how Jesus died for it. He left 
heaven and came to earth, and was both God and man in one person.— 
So we are taught. Man could not reconcile himself to his offended 
Maker; nor would the blood of beasts do it; the everlasting Son 
descended from the bosom of his Father and suffered death upon the 
Cross, as an atonement for the sins of the whole world. Nowsin could 
not have been a slight thing, a thing of little consequence, to have 
required this, Qh how great a price was paid for sin and transgression, 
when the Saviour was nailed to the Cross, upon which he died! The 
punishment threatened upon sin, teaches us also what sin is, The 
unhappiness and misery that attends us in life, would be sufficient to 
satisfy us that sin was no little matter. We think a thing to be bad in 
proportion to the pnnishment with whichit is visited. We have already 
considered the temporal punishment; thisis not all that God inflicts upon 
us for breaking his holy laws; he threatens everlasting punishment if 
we do not repent. This is the second death of which we read in the 
Holy Scriptures. We cannot form a just conception of this punishment ; 
lost spirits know what it is; the devil and his angels know what it is; 
but we do not. We know what temporal suffering is ; but we do not 
know what spiritual is: it must bear some proportion however, to those 
chastisements which God inflicts here, although it be infinitely small.— 
In Scripture this kind of suffering is represented by the worm that never 
dieth, the fire that is never quenched. Now have you ever seriously 
thought, why it was, that your father and mother forsook you—or that 
you became Orphans. Some persons may feel disposed to say it was 
because God would have itso. No, henever designed that it should be 
thus; he created man happy, and as you learned would never have died, 
and consequently there would never have been any Orphans. God 
never made man sin; he was not the author of death; and hence he did 
not make you fatherless and motherless. The blame must not be laid 
upon God; he is not the author of sin or evil; if things had remained 
as he ordered them, a!! would have been happiness and peace. The 
author and agent of all is quite another person; the instigator of all 
wretchedness and sin, the devil. Here is the cause; it is now plain.— 
Our first parents were made in the likeness of God, just, holy, good ; 

the serpent tempted them and they sinned by eating the forbidden fruit, 

by breaking the command of God. What great difference there was 
between the two conditions, before aud after the disobedience! One 
was all peace and joy; the earth was filled with the goodness of the 

Lord; every hill and valley sounded forth his praise ; the beasts that walk 
the earth, the fish that swam in the sea, and the birds that flew in the 

air, blessed him; man was happy, enjoying the delightful world that 

God had made for him to inhabit, and sending forth his thanksgiving for 

all the blessing he experienced. But when man had broken God’s laws 

these happy and pleasing scenes disappeared ; the world became full of 
anger and strife; the earth was cursed for sin; and man defamed his 
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Maker instead of thanking him. Every wicked heart even at this day, 
thinks of accusing God of all the calamities which he suffers, rather 
than Jaying it at the door of the devil and sin. Now it is necessary for 
all to lay aside such a thought, if they wish to understand : 

Who the Protector of the Orphan is—‘ then the Lord wil! take me 
up.” The great God, the Cuadiliabene and Oinnipresent God, he who is 
all powerful and present every where, who can do ail things and see all 
things, is the Being who condescends totake care of you, to become 
your Protector, when your parents die. You must be careful lest you 
think that God has taken care of you only, and such as are situated like 
you in other places; you may know that in this country and others, in 
every large city, provision has been made for the Orphan. But you 
must not think that all who are provided for in this way, are the only 
ones whom God takes care of; that would be limiting the power of God 
to one way of doing good to the unfortunate. All are as much under 
his care, and if we had faith to see it, just as safe as you seem to be.— 
There is a difference in your conditions ; some are more favorably situa- 
ted than others, but there is the same reliance. We must admit this if 
we desire to understand, that God isthe Protector of all. There are 
difficulties, which we will not now consider, it is true, to admit so much 
as this; but then unless we do it, how can we believe God. He tells 
us very plainly, ‘‘ when my father and mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up.” Satisfied then, that God is the Protector of all who 
are left like you without parents, I will explain how he becomes so to 
you God does not appear to you and take care of you in such a way as 
to be seen, except by the eye of faith. Many persons who come to see 
you, find you very comfortable, and they say all this is very fine; how 
generous and good the people of Charleston are to have done all this. 
They do not find the finger of God in all this, they do not realize that 
the Lord is your Protector, Ina state of nature there is nothing good in 
man ; al] that we find there, we must ascribe to the grace of God. Why 
in countries where there is no such provision, are children taken care of 
in such a way as to show that he cares for all? The grace of God, 
which he infuses into their souls, disposing them to kindness just as 
effectually but in a different way, works in the one case as in the other, 
But what is that, which more particularly operates to exhibit such works 
of benevolence as this to carry out God’s design of taking care of his 
unfortunate creatures? It is the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. When men repent of sin and believe in Jesus Christ, God 
sends his Holy Spirit and endues them with an energy that they were 
not possessed of before; they become renewed day by day; they have 
new thoughts and new desires; they da not any longer consider 
themselves as their chief object to serve; they place before them a 
nobler object and a higher aim—the glory of God ; they strive and they 
accomplish most of it when they attempt to save the souls of men from 
everlasting pain and misery. They show God’s glory, in the next place, 
by attempting to alleviate the misery and the calamity which come as it 
has been explained to you by the introduction of sin into the world.— 
Now there are various institutions, which exhibit the transforming power 
of the Gospel. I will name some. Hospitals, these are places where 
people are taken when sick if they have noother home. The Saviour 
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says “I was sick and ye visted me.’ Deaf and dumb institutions, 
where those ure instructed who cannot get knowledge as you do. “I 
am thetruth.”’ The institutions that relates to the text are such as this— 
Orphan Asylums. You see then how the glury of God, through the 
Gospel, is exhibited by works of benevolence and mercy. ‘The grace 
of the Gospel is given to men in Christian countries ; and hence these 
are distinguished above Pagan and Mahomedans lands. Now it is in 
this way, that the Lord takes you up, so far as temporal things are con- 
cerned ; he provides friends for you; they raise funds for building and 
other purposes; and persons are found who will clothe, feed, educate, 
and prepare you for useful stations in life. And the better part of your 
nature, even your immortal spirit is not neglected ; moral and religious 
education is imparted ; and you are called upon by the Minister, Sunday 
after Sunday, to care for your souls. If you would understand the pas- 
sage of Scripture which has been chosen for our reflection at this time, 
it is proper that some thoughts like those which have been set before 
you,should occupy your minds. 

Now there are obvious duties resulting from the subject as it has been 
presented. You are bound to repent of sin; and cherish a spirit of 
gratitude to God for all the benefits conferred upon you. You have 
learned that sin is the cause of all the wretchedness that isin the world, 
This malady is so universal that there isnone without it; in the sight of 
God you all, however young you may te, are sinners, Not that you 
have committed any great crime that disturbs society, or breaks the 
peace of your community. God sees much farther than man; itis not 
necessary that the sin should be open; he sees secret sins. He even 
sees into the secret and hidden recesses of the heart; he knows sin 
before it is committed; he is acquainted with angry thoughts; he sees 
every covetous desire. You have to deal with such a God asthis: it is 
not an imperfect man, nor a saint, however holy he may be; it is the 
God who searches the reins and tries the heart. Each one before so 
just, wise and holy a God, has to repent for sins of thought, word and 
deed. If all would repent, how much less would the misery of the 
world be. . But if all others should be unmindful of this great duty, still 
that would not diminish each ones duty; it would be our duty to leave 
off sinning We cannot expect even by repentance, to get rid of the 
effects which sin produces; but we can hope that God will pardon sin, 
and, in another world, receive us to uvalloyed happiness and bliss. You 
are not too young to repent of sin; you are conscious when you do 
wrong, and this lays upon you the necessity of being sorry for your sins, 
confessing them, and, by God’s grace through Jesus Christ, forsaking 
them. God has made ample provision for all to be in a state of salvation ; 
out of Christ the Bible tells us God is a consuming fire ; hence even for 
original sin, there is provision made, in the blood of the Saviour, and 
sealed in the waters of Baptism. Being united to Christ in the Church, 
for his sake, the sin of nature being doue away, there remains to each 
foliower of Jesus to look to God for the forgiveness of every sin after 
Baptism. Hence it is the duty of every one who calls himself a 
Christian, to be ever watchful against sin,and when through the infirmity 
of nature, the influence of temptation, or the enmity of the devil, he is 
overcome, he must pray God, that grace may be given him to repent and 


ae Qo ie gS 











334 New Publications. [Feb. 


amend. This is not too much to require of you because God requires it : 
without repentance there is no remission of sin. The salvation of your 
souls is of more consequence than the whole world to you; ‘ what shall 
aman give in exchange for his soul.”” What would it avail you if you 
were to enjoy every pleasure this world could bestow, and yet in the 
world to come, suffer those untold pains, that are inflicted upon the man 
who will vot humble himself before Almighty God ? 

You are under obligations to cherish a spirit of gratitude to God, for 
the distinguishing blessings he has conferred upon you. When an 
individual gives you any thing, you should be pleased with it, and thank 
him. Such isthe gratitude you should express to God. It implies that 
you often think of what God has done for you; that your feelings are 
affected with his great goodness; and that you pour forth your heart in 
prayer. For the cherishing of such a spirit; think of the favor you, 
with so may others enjoy, compared wita those who are not blest with 
your privileges. If the goodness of God can move you to gratitude, 
then L am sure you will be grateful. There is no more pleasing emotion 
than this. You are very happy when you heartily thank God for all the 
mercies youenjoy. This should bea sufficient inducement to cherish it, 
You feel very unhappy when you forget God, his gifts, and do not feel 
grateful nor express your thanks, And as you have seen in the former 
part of this discourse, that God employs various persons to effect his 
purposes, SO you owe a duty also to them. Upon all occasions you 
should remember they are the honored instruments in the hands of God, 
of producing so much good of which you are the receivers. You cannot 
be disobedient, or unthankful to them without casting some dishonor 
upon God. You would think it very wicked to speak or think lightly 
of God, or to neglect to thank him in your prayers. So is it also wrong 
to slight by your actions, those who are placed over you, or forget, in 
proper language, to thank them for all their pains and trouble. 
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“ The Confidence of a Certain Laith.’ A Sermon preached in the 
Chapel of the College of St. James, Washington County, Md. on the 
twenty-seventh Sunday afier Trinity, November 23d, 1845, by John B. 
Kerfoot, M. A., Rector and Professor of the Evidences and Ethics of 
Christianity. Published by request—We like this sermon much; its 
decision, its discrimination, its temper, and finally its views of Christian 
truth, duty, and demeanor. It is “a word in season” which most of our 
readers will welcome, and if they read the extracts now offered them, 
they will desire to read the whole. In an introductory the preacher re- 
marks:—‘ In writing [ had no thought beyond an household congrega- 
tion, to whom I felt not only free, but in duty bound, to speak as one 
having authority. The sad news of the secessions from our mother 
Church, though not unexpected, had been a painful and absorbing topic 
among us. One of the seceders had long been endeared to us and to 
many by his stirring av | heart-searching admonitions to deeper holiness 
and devution, And though we had for no little time been learning to 
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distrust his teachings and to reject his guidance, -yet we still hoped. The 
utter disappointment of these hopes, though not unlooked for, was yet 
deeply painful. ... Born anew and living in the Church of Christ as 
we are, we must cherish the undoubting, the unvarying assurance, and 
we must constantly and fearlessly express that assurance, that our faith, 
the faith of the Church, is the true faith; our God, the God of the 
Church, the true God ; and our Church, the true Church of the Living 
God, and the pillar and the ground of Histruth.... Onthese pvints, 
or rather on this point, for they all make but one truth, we are to have 
no doubt: we are to admit no possibility of a doubt, of an error as to 
the fact. Wearein the Church; Her teachings are truth; Her sacra- 
ments are life; out of Her, beyond Her walls, now and always, we may 
look for no blessing, Weknow what we worship... . Submissive faith 
is not the spirit of those bodies of Christians which have sprung up in 
modern times. They teach men not to believe submissively, but to 
doubt and inguire boldly. With most of them the Church is no reality. 
Each one stands alone to think and judge and decide forhimself. Among 
them, doubtless, are many meek spirits of submissive faith. Of such 
as these not a few are led by an unseen Hand, and so fee} after Christ 
and find Him in His Church. Or if left still without, they are yet by 
that submissive temper shielded from most of the evils Tn which they 
seem to be involved. Having not seen they believe; and surely a 
blessing awaits them. And when upon any such trustful soul there 
breaks the light of true Church history, we think that such an one cannot 
well fail to see in our communion the home where faith may rest 
undisturbed by doubt. . .. Rone has all that the sects lack ; but then 
she has added besides much that her Lord does not sanction. She 
binds impious burdens on the faith and practice of her members, from 
which pure spirits may well seek to escape to the easy yoke and light 
burden of the Saviour. Such, we know, are the yoke and burden which 
the Church calls upon us to carry, The deeper, then, the learning, the 
holier the life in our communion, the firmer the assurance of a quiet, 
patient spirit among us. Such an one will ever more and more realize 
that this Church is indeed the Body of Christ, not a mere human society. 
Historical tests,—the only ones, remember, by which we are ever safe in 
determining where our allegiance is duc, such tests will most clearly shew 
that the Church is apostolic in her origin and in the line of her ministry ; 
well ordered in her liturgy and government; and efiicacious in her 
offices and sacraments. Compare her with every rival claimant, none 
has claims like hers. Sects of yesterday laugh at such tests; Rome 
cannot endure them. We hold to the word of God as interpreted by 
pure antiquity; Rome claims the right to teach what she will, no matter 
how novel or absurd, under fearful anathemas, unrestrained by the Bible 
and unshamed by the truth of better days. We give doth the Body and 
the Blood of Christ to his members as He commanded ; Rome mutilates, 
it is to be feared, nullifies, His sacrament by denying her members His 
blood. We seek union and communion with all sister churches; Rome 
ruthlessly robs, dismembers and crushes them wherever she can. And 
shall such as she win, even for a moment, one longing lovk from me ? 
Shall I ever so little esteem, so forget the fair beauty of the Zion where 
God has piaced me, as to deem it possible for an instant that I could ever 
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be at home where the beauty of God’s House has been so marred and 
defiled? No—never; for we know what we worship ; we know where 
and where only for us is the true salvation.... And how, say you, 
are we to feel and speak of those wihio leave us, or rather not us, but the 
Church of Christ*? We should pity them, as we pity any who err. We 
should pray forthem, that He against whom they sin may yet shew them 
their error and bring them back to His fold. But shall their defection 
make us uneasy? Shall their—perhaps deserved reputation fur piety 
and learning, make us think even for a moment that they may be right 
and the Church wrong? Never!—Their hearts let Him only judge who 
made and reads the heart. Butthe act itself, no matter by whom done, 
is sin, fearful, perilous, and, if unforgiven, fatal to the soul. We may, 

nay we ought to pray that,—in weakness of body or mind, or in 
peculiarity of temperament, or in Jack of faith—faith to suffer on and 
endure for the truth’s sake; Mercy may find the palliative which shal! save 
the unhappy wanderer from the guilt and penalty of the sin. But the 
sinisthe same. We must not call it by gentle names; rather, lest we 
too might fall, we must see it and prononce it what it is—rebellious 
schism. We must not judge the fallen; neither may we pronounce 
them guiltless. They shall answer to their God; and so must we. 
Therefore should we study the melancholy history to see where the error 
began, that we may shun the same sad end.... AndO let us pray 
penitently for our own sins, each one for himself. So “that when we 
shall have served God in our generation, we may be gathered unt» our 
fathers, having the testimony of a good conscience; in the communion 
of the Carnotic Cuurcn ; in the confidence of acertain Farru; in the 
comfort of a reasonable, religious, and holy hope; in favor with our 
God, and in perfect charity with the world. All which we ask through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

There seems to us, one or two sentences to which we should object—— 
if we did not find them qualified, or rather explained by what follows: 
A proposition, even in the Holy Bible, must not be considered in an 
isulated position, but in connexion with what precedes and succeeds. 


“The Young Churchman Catechised. ByWm. H. Odenheimer, A.M. 
Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Philadelphia ; author of the‘ Origin and 
Coinpilation of the Prayer-book, *‘ The True Catholic no Romanist.’” 
1846. This work appears to have been prepared specia/ly for “ the 
Sunday and Parish Schools” of the congregation, of which the author is 
the Rector. It is the carrying out and expounding dy him, of the prin- 
ciples contained in the Church Catechism, and in other formularies of 
the Church, in which Canon 28th, enjoins Ministers to instruct not the 
mature only, but the young also. That the work is well done, our rea- 
ders will be satished from the extracts we make. It is not only doc- 
trinal, but historical, and in a small degree biographical, as to events 





* The question suggests itself. whether any can so annu! their allegiance to a pure branch of 
the Church, as to be eble to form any real connexion with another branch? e. g. can one 
deserting the communion of the A: velican or American --hurch, from any real connexion 
witl: Christ through the Church of Rome? as real a connexion even as that which we hope 

may exist between Christ and one born in the Church of Rome? 
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and characters with which al/ the members of our Church should be fa- 
miliar. Ofcourse in so small a book only great principles, events, and 
men can be noticed; and in his selection the author has shewn excellent 
discrimination. That article of faith, I believe in one Catholic and 
Apostolic Church,” in these times, is overlooked by some, and virtually 
denied by others, and our author has justly deemed it necessary to give 
full instruction respecting it. That our branch at least, of the Holy 
Church, venerates “the word of God” in a degree unsurpassed, if not 
unparallelled, is shown by many facts, as her 6th Article and her custom 
of publicly reading the Bible over and over again. The value of the 
Prayer-book is pressed on the attention of the young, chiefly as the best 
expositer of the word of God, and testimonials adduced in its favor of 
(Churchman and Dissenter, numerous and decided. Bishop White says, 
“ Of the many advantages of an authoritative form (of prayer) this is not 
the least, that it preaches the Gospel to the people, when they would 
look for it in vain from the officiating Minister.’’ 

As to those ** Ancient authors” to whose authority our Church refers 
in the preface to the Ordination services, the young are informed— 
‘Bishop White says, (in his work on ‘Comparative Views,’ 2d vol. p. 
435,) nor yet arethere any of fault found with early fathers, for alleged 
variation from the faith handed down to them by the Apostles: but on 
the contrary, the honorable notices of them in the 4th century, especial- 
ly in the Elistory of Eusebius, are lasting monuments of their having 
left behind them the reputation of an orthodoxy that had never been 
impeached.” Of“ Holy days’ Bishop White says, in his work on the 
Ordination Offices (page 159,) “ they can hardly be overlooked by any 
Minister, without his giving of cause to suspect the soundness of his 
faith.” Several important and little known facts are brought to notice, 
for example, “ In the reign of James I. in the year 1604, when by the 
clamors of the Puritans, some farther alterations were made, the ques- 
tions and answers on the Sacraments, at the end of the Catechism, were 
added ; the word, ‘* lawful minister,” was inserted in the Rubric befure 
private Baptism, to prevent laymen from presuming ‘to baptize.”—- 
“The Prayer-book,” that: is ending at the Psalter, was ratified in our 
General Convention, 1789, but the Articles not till 1801. 

To the answer as to “ Saints’ days—“ Twenty-one ?’’—at page 70, we 
would have added something like this, “And to render special thanks 
to God for these distinguished instruments of his beneficence to the 
souls of men.” And after the fourth answer on page 40, we ask leave 
to suggest the inserting ‘* Who wrote the Books of the New Testament ? 
Six of the Apostles, Matthew, John, Paul, James, Peter and Jude, and 
two Evangelists, Mark and Luke, under the direction of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul.” 

As a specimen of the orthodoxy, seasonableness, and perspicuity of 
the work, we make these extracts and may make other valuable extracts 
in our next number—* Is it sinful to separate from the Holy Catholic 
Church ?—Yes. What do you call this separation?—Schism. Then 
Schism is a sin, is it not —Yes, a grievous one. Prove this from Holy 
Scripture ?—In Romans 16th chap. 17th and part of L&th verses, St. 
Paul says, “ Now I beseech you brethren, mark them which cause divi- 
sions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
VOL. Xx1I.—No, 11. 43 
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avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Loid Jesus Christ.” 
See also 1 Cor. xi. 19, Ep. iv. 14, Colos. ii. 7, 8, Heb. xiii. 9, Jude xix. 
Prove that the Protestant Episcopal Church regards Schism as a sin ? 
Three times a week the Church teaches me to pray in the Litany “from 
all false doctrine, heresy, and schism, good Lord deliver us.” Do you 
remember any other similar passage /—Yes, in a prayer in the Institu- 
tion Service, we pray to God to ‘ defend’ us from the sins of heresy and 
schism. Should you not according to these prayers, strive against 
falling into this sin ?—Yes, and by God’s help so I will. What will lead 

ou into schism?—The reading of books written against the Church. 
What else 1— The voluntary listening to those who speak or preach 
against the Church. How should you act towards those persons who 
have separated from the Church, and speak against it !—Pray for them, 
treat them kindly, but never listen to their sinful words. Give me Bish- 
op White’s opinion on the subject of the Christian Church !—Bishop 
White says (in his work on Ordination, p. 19) of our Church, that it “is 
a true Apostolic Church, deriving its authority from that founded by the 
Apostles. For since they did confessedly found a communion, and 
since it did confessedly transmit its ministries, there seems no possible 
right to the name of a Christian Church at present, but in succession, 
from the originally established body.” Are you required to believe, 
that all who refuse to belong to the Christian Church, are excluded 
from Heaven ?-—No; I am taught to leave the decision of ihe final sal- 
vation of individuals, to God, the Judge of all. Give me the testimony 
of the Ancient Fathers against schism !—The Martyr. Iguatius says, 
‘¢ As children of light and truth, avoid the division of unity and the evil 
doctrine of heretics.” .... “Howcame the Bishop of Rome to have 
any thing to do with the Holy Catholic Church in Britain /—When the 
Saxons had depressed the British Church, the Bishop of Rome sent 
missionaries into Britain, in the year 596. Did he ask the permission of 
the British Bishops!—No. Who was the leader of the Roman mission- 
aries !—The monk Augustin. Did he place himself in subjection to the 
British Bishops !—No; but, by the direction of the Bishop of Rome, 
he claimed to be their Archbishop. What was this proceeding !—It was 
schismatical. Did the old British Bishops submit to such proceedings !— 
No; not fora moment. Did not Augustin do some good ?—Yes; so 
far as he preached the Gospel. Did he convert all or most of the Saxon 
invaders !—No. Who did?—They were mainly converted by the 
Bishops and other ministers of the old British Church. What was the 
effect of the Bishop of Rome’s connexion with the British Church ?—It 
finally led to the Holy Catholic Church in Britain, becoming infected 
with. the modern and erroneous practices and doctrines, which the Italian 
Church had received. When was the usurped authority of the Bishop 
of. Rome over the British Church decidedly established ?—After the 
Norman conquest, in the year 1125. Who was the man that finally 
settled this usurpation ?—William of Corboil, a Frenchman, and Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Were not the other modern and false doctrines 
of the Church of Rome gradually received by the Bishops and members 
of the British Church !—Yes, Do we deny the great antiquity of many 
of the doctrines and practices of the Church of Rome. No; but a 
doctrine or practice may have great antiquity, and yet, not having: 
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Apostolical authority, be false. What is the difference, between a false 
doctrine or practice which has great antiquity, and one, which has not 
antiquity !—Just the difference there is between an old and a young 
sinner. Both wrong, but one wrong during many years, the other during 
a few. Were there none to protest against these errors t-—Yes, at 
every age—from the time Augustin came, till the Reformation. Mention 
some prominent opponents of Roman errors in Britain? There was 
Dinoth of Bangor, in the 6th century, who opposed Augustin himself ; 
there was Alcuin, in the 8th century; there were the prelates of 
Clarendon, in the 12th century; there was Grostete, Bishop of Lincoln, 
in the 13th century; and there was Wickliffe, in the 14th century.” 


“ The New Week’s Preparation for a worthy receiving of the Lord’s 
Supper, recommended to the devout members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of America, consisting of Meditations and 
Prayers, for Morning and Evening of every Day in the Week, with 
Forms of Examination und Confession: and a Companion for the Altar, 
directing the Communicant in his Behaviour and Devotion at the Lord’s 
Table ; with Instructions how to live well; and a Form of Daily Self- 
examination.” —It affords us pleasure to announce, that this ancient, much, 
and generally approved book—what manual of devotion is to be 
preferred to it; how few of those now in use can be compared for 
excellence with it—has just been published in this city, and is for sale 
by Mr. A. E. Miller. We understand this is the third American edition, 
(as to English editions they are very many) and the preface by the 
Bishop of the Diocese, coutains briefly the reasons for its republication, 
and points out some of its merits. We trust, and we will not doubt, 
that it will have a wide circulation. 
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SELECTIONS. 


From Rev. Mr. A!ston’s Third Sermon. 
ON CHANGE OF HEART. 


“In the religious phraseology of this age and country, (anda very 
curious vocabulary might be compiled of peculiarities unheard of in any 
other period or region) there is a form of words held in special reverence 
and esteem :—-THE CHANGE OF HEART. Now with regard to this phrase ; 
(of the thing which it is intended to express I shall speak presently) as 
regards the phrase, | am free to avow, that since it is wholly unknown 
to the word of God, and especially since it stands before the popular 
mind asa sort of cabala, mystifying the way of salvation, I have no 
particular veneration for it, and am not apt, in the business of Christian 
teaching, to prefer it to the scriptural forms with which (when used in 
connexion with the work of grace) its rational signification is accordant, 
The single instance of its occurrence in the Bible, is in the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzer, related in the fourth chapter of the book of Daniel : 
‘Let his heart be changed and let a beast’s heart be given him.” If, 
therefore, the reproach vulgarly cast upon the Church that ber ministers 
“do not preach the change of heart,” means only that they do not sound 
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that phrase in their teaching, we plead guilty; not having pronounced 
the shibboleth, we must range ourselves with Paul and Peter, and Jobn 
and James, who stand condemned in the same category before the 
bar of the prevailing fashion of colloquial sectarianism. But if the 
objection means, in the reasonable sense of that expression, we not only 
declare the allegation untrue,—but we submit, moreover, that we recog- 
nize a special duty imposed upon us by Providence, and in which we 
trust we prove not ourselves delinquent, /o remind the souls around us 
that it is a change of HEART that the gospel contemplates ; and to guard 
against the substitution before their thoughts of some other process, 

which is not, according to the rational acceptation of words, a change of 
heart, and which, could an idea so vagabond as that which tantalizes the 
popular mind be located at all, would have its place assigned in the 
‘‘cloud-land” of faucy. In the language of the Scriptures, and in 
common speech of mankind, the heurt isa metaphor of the wel and 
dispositions. In amoral connexion, by achange of heart common sense 
would understand the renunciation of depraved principles, and the 
adoption of pure and honorable. And so, in a spiritual sense, it 
reasonably implies the mortification of worldly and sinful dispusitions, 

and the growth of heavenly. A spiritual change of heart, can be nothing 
other than a “ putting off the old man” which is conformed to worldly 
aims, and corrupt after the deceitful lusts, and a renovation of the spirit of 
the mind, by putting on the new man which is formed after God’s likeness 
in righteousness and true holiness. Now if this, the old fashioned 
doctrine of RENOVATION, is meant by the patrons of the phrase, the 
charge “that we preach not the change of heart,” is a calumny of that 
crazy sort that may justly claim the privilege of our good bumored and 
compassionate endurance. If that be not its meaning, we shall be 
prepared to answer it when we have any rational explanation of what zs 
meant by the phrase. In the meantime, we shall continue to preach, 

line upon line, and precept upon precept, as the circumstanees visibly 
require, that a change must be wrought in the hearts of sinners, by the 
gospel “ teaching them,” disczplining them, ‘ to deny ungodiiness and 
wordly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world, expecting, that blessed hope” which is laid up for them in heaven : 
the burden of our call to the unconverted will be—not “ come forward 
to this part of the house, and submit yourselves to a mechanism of 
nervous excitement, which we have contrived to get up ;”—but—* Wash 
you; make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before 
the eyes of your Creator ; cease to do evil, learn to do well :” or, in the 
language of the new Testament, ‘ REPENT AND BE CONVERTED, that your 
sins may be blotted out.’ ” 


ON CONVERSION. 

The term conversion has in the Scriptures a wide import, being 
sometimes employed to express shades of idea quite distinct from the 
primary spiritual change to which it is now restricted. An illustration 
at once of the latitude of the usage, and of the ESSENTIAL IEA which it 
always conveys, is furnished by our Lord’s injunction to St. Peter: 
‘““ When thou art CONVERTED, strengthen thy brethren.” He is forewarn- 
ing his earnest but then unstable follower, that his faith and courage 
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were soon to give way, in the reiterated denial of his Master; and he 
goes on, “I have prayed. for thee, that thy faith fail not” utterly,— 
“and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren,’—when thou, 
through the exercise of a specific repentance, hast recovered from that 
temporary stumbling, let the experience of thine own infirmity quicken 
thy charitable zeal to uphold thy brethren in the faith. Here the word 
is not used to denote primary deliverance from the state of condemna- 
tion: but here, as always, the essential idea is conveyed of “ TURNING to 
a new direction.” This essential idea is very clearly exhibited where 
the original word is used in its proper application, (to sensible things) 
and not tropically, to convey a spiritual import. ‘Ye were as sheep 
going astray; but are now returned (converted) to the Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls.” Paul said unto Barnabas, ‘‘ Let us go again and 
visit our brethren in every city :” in the original, converting ourselves, (or 
turning ourselves thitherward) \et us uisit, &c. When the damsel 
possessed with a spirit of divination followed after Paul, he “being 
grieved, turned”’ (converted himself) and commanded the spirit to come 
out of her. Jesus, immediately knowing that virtue had gone out of 
him, “ turned hun about in the press :” in the original converted himself. 
A variety of similar examples might be cited: and in every occurrence 
of the word the essential idea is a TURNING ABOUT in a new direction.— 
When the body of a man or other animal is so turned about, that new 
prospects come before the eyes, and a new direction before the progress, 
the customary word of the sacred writers is (epistrophe,) a canversion, 
When a change in the moral regards of human beings toward each other | 
is to be expressed, the Scripture reads (epistrepsai to “ convert the 
hearts of the fathers to the children.” When a spirtuat change is to 
be denoted, the sinner is said to be “converTeD from the ERROR OF HIS 
way.” In material, in moral and in spiritual things, the state opposed 
to conversion is AVERSION, a being turned away from the object.” 

Our remaining extract, illustrates, by reference to individual cases, 
the varying latitude of the Scriptural idea of Conversion: 

“ Cornelius the centurion, and the Eunuch of Ethiopia, before their 
conversion to Christianity, are presented to us as men of faith and 
prayer, eager to. know the will of God. and earnest to follow it. They 
had availed themselves of the Old Testament light and means, respect- 
ing which we read that “ the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul: the commandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the 
eyes.” We see abundant proof, in their sincerity and docility of temper, 
that as their spiritual dispositions were concerned, they were already 
“converted, and become as little children.” In what did their gospel 
conversion consist? In the recognition by the eye of faith, of a Saviour 
before unknown :—-in the turning of the soul to new views of divine 
truth, cheered by a more copious illumination, and expanding a clearer 
and more glorious prospect before their spiritual vision. 

“ Now take the case of aman in our generation, living under the long 
despised light of the gospel, infidel in belief, and abandoned in disposi- 
tion. His conversion to the gospel will be a very different matter from 
that of Cornelius. In him there is much more to be “turned about” 
than the mere transfer of the eye of faith from the objects of the Old 
Testament to those of the New. The regards and footsteps of the 
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soul, the knowledge and will, the hopes and aims, the whole man of 
motive and disposition, must be wheeled in a direction precisely oppo- 
site, and to which they are obstinately averse. The spirit is encased in 
iron bands of sinful habits: there is no leverage of the mind upon the 
heart or of the heart upon the mind ; both are in darkness and in chains. 
To bring him to the position of the converted ceuiurion, there must be 
a process of very different character, difficulty, and extent. 

“ And now take the case of a child, santified by the laver of pledged 
forgiveness and renewing grace, and reared in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, so as never to be seduced by the wiles cf sin from the 
Saviour to whose protecting arms its infancy was received. That this 
not only isa possible, but should be the ordinary result, the whole 
current of Scripture, as well as the declared design of the gospel, 
demonstrates at once: the supposition is an impious one, that the saving 
means of the gospel, in their timely and faithful application, are inade- 
quate forthe protection of the soul from the clutches of Satan; and that 
a “member of Christ, a child of God, and inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven,” must, by the hand of inexorable destiny, and in spite of all 
heavenly provisions and human fidelity to the contrary, be compelled to 
serve a degrading apprenticeship to sin, before it can be made a partaker 
of the divine favor. The saving conversion of a soul thus blessed, can 
consist in nothing but its deliverance by the Holy Spirit from the bias 
of its original corruption, so that its faculties have their first and 
continued development in the direction of immortal life. Cleansed in 
the font of regeneration from what it was before God in the taint of its 
nature, it is converted from what it would be in actual guilt, were not 
the evil tendencies within counteracted and overcome by a gracious 
efficacy of not less powerful evolution, and the “angel” given a lasting 
privilege of “ beholding the face of” a reconciled ‘ FaTner.’” 
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POETRY. 


WISHES. 


Wishes are like the tides that flow, 

They come, they ebb, return and go, 

And laden still with joy or woe 
They fill the human breast. 

In ev’ry age they seek our heart, 

By night and day to life they start, 

And never from our minds depart 
Until our last long rest. 


My wishes now indeed are few, 
Oh! many once they were ’tis true, 
But now I take a different view 
Of life’s frail estate. 
From empty honours now I shrink, 
And flatt’rys cup I will not drink, 
Her chains are galling ev’ry link, 
Most cordially I hate. 
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Oh! grant me but a tranquil mind, 
And pleasures pure with taste refin’d, 
An humble spirit quite resign'd 

To whatsoe’er my lut 
Still worldly treasure proves a snare, 
If hoarded witha miser’s care, 
Desire for gold I will forbear, 
Riches—I ask thee not. 


And Fame ah! once indeed [ might 
Have wishi’d for thy enchantment bright, 
But long this wish has taken flight, 

It was a transient dream. 
Can Fame arrest the closing eye, 
Say? can it check the heart drawn sigh, 
And soothe us when about to die, 
’Tis useless then I ween. 




















Bat Friendship blest bestow on me, 
Deep flowing like the briny sca, 
And as untiring let it be 

As skies that o’er us bend. 
And grant a friendly hand | pray, 
To chase my saddest tears away, 
And in that trying hour to stay, 

And watch me to life’s end. 

























Tho’ dwe'ling in sequester’d nook, 
And by the world at large forsook, 
With Friendship and a chosen book, 

Earth ne’er can give me more, 
To yonder bright etherial skies, 
I raise my ardent longing eyes, 
And pray for Grace to claim the prize, 

Laid up for me in store. 

[ Utica Gospel Messenger. 
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Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston.— 
That for January, was by the Minister of said Chapel. The amount 
received was $62,70. 


Ordination.— William Otis Prentiss, at St. Peter’s Church on the 13th 
January, was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; being pre- 


sented by the Rector, of St. Peter’s (Rev. W. H. Barnwell.) The 
Exhortation was by the Bishop. 


General P. E. Sunday School Union.—The Board of Managers had 
their Aunual Meeting, June 27. The 19th Annual Report has just been 
received. We extraet :—* the affairs of the Institution continue to wear 
as favourable an aspect as at the date of their last Report. A statement 
of its condition on the first of January last, at which time the usual 
account of stock was taken, will be presented herewith, showing the 
nett gain in the year then ending (the year 1844, ) arising mainly from 
sales, so have been upwards of a thousand dollars, It should be stated, 
that the whole of this sum, and more, is invested in the stereotype plates 
and woodcuts, and editions of new books, executed and published during 
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the year; and that the plates, and manufactured stock on hand 1st 
January, 1845, by the same method of valuation, exceeded the stock of 
the preceding year, by nearly ¢wo thousand dollars. By this, it will be 
perceived, that the Union is, in a peculiar degree, dependent upon the 
continued support of Church members and societies in the purchase of 
its publications. The following new books have been issued since June 
last:—The Shadow of the Cross, and Conversations on the same, 138 
pages; The Distant Hills and Conversations, 159 pages; The History 
of our Blessed Lord, in easy verse for children, 60 pages, (extra size ; ) 
Kdward Truemen, or, False Impressions, 92 pages; Susan Harvey, 
Jonfirmation, 69 pages; Juvenile Repository, Vol. IV. 154 pages. 
The first three were execnted in a style of superior élegance, and 
furnished with beautiful pictorial illustrations; returns have been more 
speedy than upon a majority of our publications; and, it is believed, 
they have in some degree, accomplished the end proposed, viz: the 
substitution of books of real and surpassing merit and interest, with a 
suitable exterior, as gifis to the young, for the very indifferent and 
sometimes pernicious reading, of which choice has tou often been made, 
even in the Church. The Shadow of the Cross, and the Distant Hills, 
have scarcely their equals in character among the publications of the 
society. ‘The Union Library now numbers 155 volumes, and including 
the Children’s Magazine, (33 half volumes, ) and the Juvenile Library, 
(6 vols.) the number is increased to 190 volumes. The following are 
books recently adopted for publication hy the Committee. Fidelis, 
(original, by a Lady,) Thomas Kenmir, The Cripple of tne Rail Road, 
Joseph and his Brethren, Sacred History—New Testament, The Castle 
on the Rock. The Children’s Magazine is still issued monthly, and is 
still supported. 

The disbursements amounted to $12,084. The Receipts $11,912— 
balance due the worthy Treasurer (J. W. Mitchell, Esq.) $171. The 
property of the Institution in Stereotype Plates, Wood Cuts, X&c., is 
estimated at $13,534. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—The 
“Spirit of Missions” for January, contains the usual quantity of inter- 
esting information. We extract—Missions in our own country: “There 
is a difference of $3666 66, between the amounts acknowledged for the 
fiscal years, commencing June 15, 1844 and 1845 ; in addition to which, 
it must be borne in mind, in order toa correct appreciation of our 
present embarrassments, that whereas the year commencing June 15, 
1844, was entered upon with a balance in the hands of the Treasurer 
amounting to $1379, the present year was begun with a debt due to 
that ofticer of $1813 59. The difference, therefore, in the state of the 
Treasury now, as compared with last year, is equal to a deficiency in 
the receipts of $6859 25, In view of these facts, and of the sufferings 
which the Missionaries must be at this time enduring for the want of 
their salaries, accruing on the Ist October, for the six months preceding 
—and which, tothe greater part of them, is still due—we earnestly and 
affectionately commend the subject to the sympathies and prayers of our 
brethren of the Clergy and Laity, beseeching them to come up to our 
help with their contributions, that we may be relieved, not only from the 
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responsibility of owing money and being unable to pay it, but from the 
direful necessity of withholding from the worthy and self-denying 
brethren of the Cross of Christ, that hire which their Master has 
emphatically declared them to be worthy of. In the language of the 
Tenth Annual Report to the Board of Missions, the present state of our 
Treasury more than ever forces the conviction on our minds, “ that the 
Domestic Missions of the Church do no not receive the fostering care, 
a field so extensive, so full of promise, and so important, may reasonably 
claim.” 

Resolved, That the Domestic Committee forthwith appoint one agent 
to visit the principal parishes in the Southern, and one agent to visit the 
principal parishes in the Northern dioceses, for the purpose of raising 
the necessary funds to meet the liabilities of the Committee, up to July 
ist, 1846.” 

Missions to the Jews. The Domestic Committee have “ Resolved, 
That it is expedient that a building, to be entitled a Jewish Mission 
House, or such other name as the Board of Missions may adopt, be 
provided, to be placed under the control of the Missionary appointed for 
that end. 

‘« Resolved, That the Domestic Committee approve of the purchase, 
or provision otherwise, of such establishment, at an expense not exceed- 
ing $8,000, so soon as the same may be. All contributions to this object 
to be collected by the Missionaries, and to be paid to the Treasurer of 
the Committee, Thos, N. Stanford.” 

* We have received from the London Society ior promoting Christi- 
anity amongst the Jews, a most valuable donation of books and tracts 
for the use of the Mission in this country, for which we return our most 
grateful acknowledgments. Our Missionary hails them as his fellow- 
helpers in testifying to the Jews that the Messiah has come. Recently 
the duor of access to that people has been wonderfully opened to him by 
the Lord, and he is received by numbers of them with unusual kindness, 
some of whom appear really anxious to discuss the truth of Christianity 
in a friendly spirit. One has already expressed his conviction that the 
Messiah has come, and that Jesus of Nazareth is he, and desires to receive 
Christian baptism. The harvest truly isgreat. The influx of Jews in this 
city is continual; already they are estimated by sume at 15,000.” . . * Be- 
hold the nation, (remarked the Bishop of Chester) formed of God for him- 
self; to whom he committed, for so many years, his oracles; they, ‘ of 
whom are the fathers,’ and, above all, they of whom, ‘ according to the flesh, 
Christ came, who is God over all, blessed fur ever!’ Behold this nation, 
to whom I owe so much, without the hope which, through their means, 
Tam blessed with! Let me hold upto them the Word of Life, if God 
peradventure may have mercy upon them, and disperse the ‘ blindness 
which has happened unto Israel.’ ... After eighteen hundred years, 
we begin to feel these sentiments, and act upon them. Reflections such 
as these gave birth to the Society, on which, by the service of this day, 
we are imploring the favor of God. They are feelings like those of the 
apostle so passionately expressed, ‘ Brethren, my heart's desire and 
prayer for Israel is, that they may be saved.’ But those who experience 
these feelings, are well aware, that God brings about his purposes 
through the instrumentality of his servants, and by such means as they 
VOL. XXII.—No. 11. . 44 
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have the power of using, they endeavor to ‘ provoke to emulation’ their 
Jewish brethren, that they may be themselves partakers of that deliver- 
ance which, through them, has come to others. And already we are 
allowed to see the glimmering of that bright prospect which the apostle 
opens to our hopes.” ... “ The records of the Society abound with 
particulars which 1 need not now detail. I need not here allude to 
events so remarkable in themselves, yet so familiar to those who hear 
me, as the co-operation of the foreign potentate, who has departed from 
the usual course of those negotiations which pass between one country 
and another, and has allied himself to our nation, not for the purpose of 
hostile agression or selfish aggrandizement, but of promoting the king- 
dom of the Redeemer. Strange, too, that he who ts gone forth to lead 
the army of Israel, should himself be one of Israel’s sons; eager, like 
Saul of old, to proclaim to his countrymen the mystery so long hidden, 
how in Christ Jesus all the law and the prophets are fulfilled, and 
through him they may be ‘justified from all things from which they 
could not be justified by the law of Moses,’ so that now ‘there is 
neither Jew nor Gentile; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” ... “ But 
to restore life, is more glorious still; and when the Jew ceases to be 
unbelieving, and receives the Gospel, such an event will cause an 
awakening which can only be compared to the resurrection of the dead 
to new life and being. ... May God in his mercy bring about this 
blessed consummation, remember the cause of his elect, and hasten 

his kingdom !” 

Mission to Africa: ‘‘ Mrs. Payne, in conversing with a woman, made 
some reference to the Resurrection; another woman, who was near, 
eaught the declaration that we shall see our friends again; she instantly 
drew near to Mrs. Payne, and asked, “Can it be that I shall see 
my child again?” Mrs. Payne assured her that she should, and 
urged her attendance at the chapel, where she would hear more 
particulars about this and kindred subjects. She has since been a 
regular attendant. In the girls’ school, too, Mrs. Payne has been 
lately much encouraged. Three of the smaller girls have several 
times expressed to her their anxious concern about their spiritual 
interests, and their general conduct affords ground to hope that their 
professions have been prompted by the feelings of their hearts.— 
Sunday, July 20.—The Congregation this morning numbered about 
one hundred and forty, of whom twenty-five were women. I have been 
encouraged to-day to labor in more faith, by reading what God wrought 
through the instrumentality of Brainerd amongst the Indians of New 
Jersey, just one century ago. Surely the heathen for whom we labor 
are not so degraded or hardened as they were; and yet, when God was 
pleased to pour out his Spirit upon them, how rapid, how easy, was the 
transition from death to life, and “ from the power of Satan unto God.” 

Mission to China..— Seat of the Mission. Shanghae is situated in 
the Province of “ Kiangnan.” It is one of the five ports of China 
which were opened to foreign trade in the year 1843, ... Shanghaeis 
in lat. 31° 24’ 29" north. and longitude 121° 22’ 2” east from Green- 
wich.” . .. ‘The climate is good. and, so far as we know, very 
healthy. Four months of the year, from June to September, are the 
hottest ; the thermometer reaching sometimes 105° and 110° of Fahren- 
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heit. Winter lasts from December to March, the thermometer seldom 
lower than 28°. As a place of residence, ‘“‘Shanghae” is preferable to 
_any we know of in China, except Chusan. The natives are civil, a 
middle class of people, many of whom are more or less engaged plant- 
ing, picking, selling, and weaving cotton. Game, vegetables, fish, 
fowls, and pork are abundant.” ... “The city is pleasautly situated 
at the junction of the Wousung and Hwangpoo rivers. It is of a circu- 
lar form, surrounded by walls, about fifteen feet high, and nearly four 
miles iu circumference. The suburbs near the rivers are thickly 
inhabited, and the population is estimated at about two hundred thousand 
inhabitants. By the Woosung river it is connected with the city of 
Soochow, the capital of the province, and one of the most luxurious and 
wealthy in the empire—and also with the Grand Canal which reaches to 
Peking. Hence its situation is one of great importance, and its trade 
isiinmense.” ... “ The change that has come over the intercourse of 
foreigners with China within the last few years, is indeed wonderful. 
Five years ago we were confined to the suburbs of a single city.— 
Exposed to insult and scorn even there, and denied the privilege of using 
the sedan chair, which the poorest Chinese may have by paying a 
hundred cash, (9 cents) while such a thing as the wives or daughters of the 
foreign barbarians being allowed to enter the precincts of the * Celestial 
Empire,” was out of the question. In Shanghae, Dr. Lockhart and 
myself walked quietly to the English Consulate in the heart of the city, 
where divine service was held on the Sabbath, while his wife and sister 
went befure us in the sedan chairs—and, excepting a few degs which 
had not yet become reconciled to the presence of foreigners, none 
moved his tongue against us, and we felt as secure as though we had 
been in the cities of our native lands.” ... “ There are many Roman 
Catholic converts in the province of Keang-su, and several foreign 
woe who dress iu Chinese clothes, and live as the Chinese do. ‘The 

. C. Bishop of Keang-nan and Shantung, an Ltalian, (and a nephew of 
the Pope, by the way,) resides within five miles of Shanghae. The 
London Missionary Society have a Station in Shanghai, where there are 
now too Missionaries, the Rev. W. H. Medhurst, D. D., (long at Banta- 
via,) and Dr. Wm. Lockhart. They have a printing press, and 
lithographic press, and besides several services every week in the city, 
attended by from fifty to two hundred persons, they make frequent 
excursions into the country around.” 

Mission to India by the English: “ At Bhagulpoor, George Brown, Esgq., 
(son of the late Rev. David Brown, the pious and devoted Chaplain of the 
old Mission Church, Calcutta,) had been the means of building a fine, sim- 
ple, though comparatively small, Gothic Church, of erecting a parsonage- 
house, (both carried on under his own care and superintendence, though 
not an architect,) and of raising funds to meet the conditious of the Calcut- 
ta Additional Clergy Society, and obtuin a resident Minister; and thus in 
a very small community he collected above sixteen thousand rupees, and 
set the first example in India of planting a Church, a Clergyman, and a 
Parsonage, with the private means of the residents, in any of our beau- 
tiful Mofussil Stations,” , . “ My appreciation (says the Bishop of Cal- 
cutta) of the spiritual importance of the Cathedral as the first beginning 
of an indigenous Ministry, and first Missionary Institution not~.epend- 
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ent on friends and societies at home, commenced in India, is higher that 
itever was. I believe it is God who put it into the hearts of His ser- 
vants.” ... Should [ live to return (for if I have any health at all, I 
mean most fully to return, and lay my boues in the Bishop’s vault, 
which is prepared under the holy table of the new Cathedral: nor shall 
I omit any means, in the way of abstinence from all public duty and 
excitement at home, which may conduce to my recovery,) my first 
delight will be to consecrate the Cathedral officially (Nov. 1846,) and 
then establish the actual Mission Work.” 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions $1,468 ; from South- 
Carolina, 392. For Foreign Missions, $2,667; from Seuth-Carolina, 
$365. 

Western New York.—The 8th Annual Convention of this Diocese, 
met August 20 and 2lst—Present, the Bishop, 50 Presbyters, 7 Deacons, 
and a number of Lay Delegates. There are 108 Clergymen, and 18 
Candidates for orders. In his address the Bishop said,—** On the 10th 
of December, I was present at the opening of the Court of Bishops, 
which sat in the room in the rear of St. John’s Charch, New- York, on 
the trial of the Rt. Rev. Beujamin T. Onderdonk, on the grave charge 
‘‘of immorality and impurity,” en which, and on which alone, the 
Court was called to give its decision. The Court was in session from 
December 10th, 1844, to January 3rd, 1845. Its proceedings having 
been published, I need not dwell on them further, than to say, that they 
present the record of a conscientious and faithful discharge of duty to 
the best of my ability in that unhappy case.” ... “It was my design, 
my brethren, Providence permitting, to address to you at this time a 
triennial charge; but my situation, as te sickness and engagements, has 
precluded the performance of that duty, and 1 must postpone it toa 
future opportunity of meeting youin Convention.” ... The following 
was passed, Resolved, That this Convention cannot proceed to their 
regular business, without first placing upon their records their grateful} 
sense of the wonderful goodness thus manifested to the Chureh by its 
Divine Ruler, and their fervent prayer that this great merey may be 
perfected in the entire recovery of their beloved Bishop, and in the more 
humble, holy and obedient devotion of all the members of this Diocese 
to the glory of God and the edification of his Chureh.” ... From 
the Missionary Report: “ It is possible that some reduction of stipends 
may become necessary fur the ensuing year. This will be done most 
reluctantly by the Board. The continued necessity of the Diocesan 
Missiovary contributions, is more and more earnestly impressed on the 
minds of the Board, and they earnestly hope, now that the Diocese is 
left to her own resources for the support of its missionaries that it will 
not be forgetful of the laborers within iis own proper vineyard. The 
amount contributed during the past year for Church objects by the 
Diocese, was nearly 3000 dollars more than that paid toits Missionaries, 
and if the contributions of the coming year should not be put beyond 
the control of the Board by the direction of the contributors, there will 
be no difficulty in sustaining fully, and even in extending, the missions of 
the Diocese.” 
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Ohio.—The 28th Annual Convention of this Diocese, met September 
12 and 13th. Present, the Bishop; 28 of the Clergy and several Lay 


Deputees. In his address the Bishop said: ‘* You are aware that at 


the late General Convention a Canon was passed entitled “ Of a Dis- 
cretion to be ailowed in the Calling, Trial and Examination of Deacons 
tn certain cases,” the object being to provide for a class of deacons of 
whom the classical and thevlogical examinations now made necessary in 
all applications for orders, should not be required. Before any Bishop 
can proceed to ordain under that Canon, he must be requested to do so 
by a resolution of the Convention of his Diocese. You have therefore 

a very important subject of consideration before you, viz:—whether 
you will by resolution request me to ordain Deacons under the liberty 
granted in the Canon. It is a question not without its difficulties, It is 
one to which I can easily see that among conscientious and cautious 
men, equally zealous for the best interests of the Gospel, there may 
seem to be two sides. Let it be well considered; and whatever is 
done, let it be the result of your maturest judgment.” ... It was 
Resolved, “*‘ That this Convention do hereby request the Bishop of the 
Diocese to carry out the provisions of said Canon.” ... 1, Asa sub- 
stitute it was moved “ That this Convention recognize the principle 
of the Diaconate involved in this Canon as consistent and primitive.” 
... 2 “ That the Convention do not deem it expedient at this time 
to request the Bishop to ordain under the authority of the same”’— 
passed by the Clergy vote. The vote of the La‘ty on the second 
Resolution was Ayes 17, Noes 16; afterwards Mr. Ely allowed to 
record his vote, Nay. 

‘The Sunday School Committee would also suggest the great impor- 
tance of Catechetical instruction. The Sunday School under the 
direction of the Rector is to be regarded as the nursery of the Church. 
The Church’s system of instruction then, must be adopted. The Church 
Catechism being both a condensed form of this system, and of the 
leading doctrines of the Bible, should be the basis of instruction.— 
Nothing can supply its place, it cannot be dispensed with. The Cate- 
chism presents the leading truths of the Bible, thuse truths which the 
Church would have early and deeply impressed upon the minds of her 
children.- Our Sunday Schools must teach the Catechism, if they would 
teach sound doctrines, and become nurseries to the Church. Not barely 
by having it committed to memory, but by teaching the truths contained 
therein, which are dra wn from the Bible and which alone can make 
wise unto Salvation. This system cannot be effectually carried out 
without the presence and superintendence of the Pastor; and besides 
this it becomes his duty from time to time, to catechise the lambs of his 
flock “ openly in the church,” and explain itto them in ;ublic addresses 
or lectures. In this work the Rector would be aided by presenting 


them to the Bishop for catechetical instruction during his visit to his 


parish.” . .. The Committee on Missions remark * if every Clergy- 
man and every layman in the Diocese, would determine to give to God 
from this time a certain proportion, say at least one tenth of ‘that which 
God has given him, and teach his children to do the same, they would 
not be impoverished, for what a man lendeth to the Lord, He has prom- 
ised to pay him again, and the Church would soon be comparatively 
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rich. Letthe clergy lead the way, putting their trust mm God, in whose 
hands are che hearts of all men, depositing one-tenth of every dollar 
they receive from whatever source, and one-tenth too of the value of 
every present which a kind people are in the habit of making, and then 
may we hope and believe that many of our lay brethren will be induced 
to follow so good an example. The means of clergymen we know are 
small; but, it is believed, that a plan of this kind faithfully persevered 
in, as a means of grace, and a precious religious privilege, must tell 
largely upon the prosperity of a parish, and eventually bring back again 
all that has thus been laid out, with interest both temporal and spiritual. 
... Itis to be regretted that the convocational system, to which the 
report alludes, does not work well.” 


Vermont.—The 55th Annual Convention of this Diocese, was held 
held September 17 and 18th—Present, the Bishop, 11 of the Clergy, and 
17 Lay-delegates. There are in this Diocese 18 Presbyters, 3 Deacons, 
one Candidate for Orders, and 34 Parishes. In his address, the Bishop 
said—* Not a year passes that does not bring me several applications 
from Clergymen who desire to settle in Vermont. But there are no 
funds at my disposal to defray their travelling expenses, and it hardly 
ever happens that they can afford to journey upon an uacertain experi- 
ment. ‘The parishes cannot engage them until they have an opportu- 
nity to see and judge of the probability of their obtaining a maintenance; 
and the accounts which I am compelled in candor to give upon the sub- 
ject of salary, are not such as to justify a stranger in coming from other 
quarters on a mere contingency. This, in truth, is the only difficulty, 
Few of our Ministers have ever left Vermont during the thirteen years 
of my episcopate, fur any other reason than the want of means to live 
with decent comfort. In all other respects, the Diocese is rather an at- 
tractive portion of the great Vineyard. Aud I am persuaded that if 
ever the time shall come when our people can insure a competent sup- 
port to their Clergy, no part of the land can be more confident of having 


a full supply.” 


New- York:.—The 61st Annual Convention of this Diocesé, was held 
September 24-30th, inclusive-—Present, a large number of the Clergy 
and Lay-delegates. It was ‘* Resolved, That the second section of the 
Xth Canon of this Diocese be amended as follows :—I1st. By inserting 
after the words “in case of a vacancy in the Episeupate,” in the first 
line, the following, “of the inability, disability, or absence from the 
Diocese of the Bishop.”—2d. By adding the following at the end of the 
said section:—And in all cases where, in the opinion of the Standing 
Committee, acts of the Episcopal office are necessary, for or within this 
Diocese, during a vacancy in the Episcopate, or during the inability, 
disability or absence from the Diocose, of the Bishop, the Standing 
Committee shall invite a Bishop of this Church to perform such acts, the 
expense of which will be provided for by the Convention of the 
Diocese.” ... Also, “As the sense of this Convention, that before 
closing its protracted and anxious Session, it would willingly record upon 
its minutes some expression of its deep sense of the over-ruling mercies 
of the Great Head of the Church, in guiding its deliberations to a 
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harmonious and peaceful close. And its members, in now separating, 
would cordially unite in commending each the other to the blessing of 
God, and their beloved afflicted Diocese to the united prayers of all its 
‘ members, through the appointed services and Holy Days of the Church.” 

. Also, Unanimously, ‘ That the thanks of this Convention are due 
to the Rev. William Creighton, D. D., for the dignified, courteous, and 
Christian-like temper which has distinguished his conduct in presiding 
over the deliberations of this body.” ... In his address, the Presi- 
dent (Rev. Dr. Creighton) said ** We are Brethren: all, we are bound 
to believe, acting from conviction, from principle, from conscience—all 
desiring peace—the prosperity of the Church—and to promote the 
interests of true religion and virtue. If, then, in the ardor of debate, 
in the excitement of feeling, almost unavoidable, where subjects of such 
deep interest are under consideration, any thing harsh, unkind or 
indiscreet may have been said, let it be not only forgiven, but forgotten ; 
and let us resolve hereafter to meet on the common ground of peace and 
good will. The Chair invites the members of the Convention to join 
him in devout acknowledgement of the goodness of the Great Head of 
the Church, that, through the gracious influences of his Spirit, delibera- 
tions, which all had anticipated and approached with anxiety and dread, 
have been brought to a harmonious and happy close.” After chanting 
“Gloria in Excelsis,” and prayers by the President, the Convention 
adjourned sine die. 

Diocese of Florida.—The 8th Annual Convention of the Diocese 
was held January: 10-12th—Present, the acting Bishop; 3 of the 
Clergy, and 11 Laymen representing 6 Parishes. There are § Clergy- 
men and 9 Organized Parishes. In his address the Bishop says, 
“Reorganized almost anew, as the Diocese is at this moment, let me 
impress upon both Clergy and Laity, the opportunity which is now 
offered them, of placing the Church upon a permanent basis. It will 
depend upon yourselves whether the Spirit of God will descend upon 
you and bless you. Let the Clergy determine, in the spirit of the 
Apostle, to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied ; never to be ashamed of the glorious Gospel of salvation ; to preach 
boldly the great truths of justification by faith only, of spiritual influ- 
ences, and true Christian charity, with a steady adherence to the 
accustomed forms and usages of the Church, and nothing shall be able 
to resist the combined power of doctrinal truth and ecclesiastical order. 
Let the Laity be co-workers with them in this sacre:| ministry, aiding 
them by their counsel, cheering them by their good works, and consist- 
ent lives, and sustaining them by their liberality, and soon, very soon, 
shall “the little one become a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation.” ... The Committee on the state of the Church, in their 
report, say ‘A spirit of the most ardent zeal, and of the most enlarged 
charity, has been manifested at this Convention ; and your Committee 
feel warranted, from these signs, in speaking in the most encouraging 
terms of our prospects for the future. Our Parishes are, it is true, all 
comparatively feeble, but so long as we find them earnest in the cause, 
laboring so generously, and with reliance upon God’s blessing, we dare 
not doubt but a brighter day is dawning upon the Church.” 
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Sunday Labor.—It was stated, in'a recent number of the Western 
Episcopal Observer, to be a happy circumstance, that all labor on the 
Great Western Railroad on the Lord’s day was strictly forbidden by 
the Directors. We cannot say that such prohibition has never been made 
by the corporation; but we ate very sure that a great deal of labor is 
done on this holy day, at many points on the road. We would not inti- 
mate that such violations of good order and of God’s law are confined to 
this road. We fully believe that business men gain nothing by a vio- 
Jation of the Sabbath, and that Railroad operations would be quite as 
successful and as safe, without infringing upon the time which God, in 
his wisdom, has set apart for himse!f, and for the temporal and spiritual 
benefit of man. Who ean say that God does not vise for such things, in 
those disastrous losses and calamities which come upon corporations 
and individuals? Immediately preceding the sad accident of last Octo- 
ber, laborers were urgently employed in completing the road west of 
the Connecticut river, and Sundays were no resting-days tothem. The 
work was finished, and that shocking catastrophe occurred the first or 
second day alter the road was opened! We say not that this was a 
consequence of a violation of the Sabbath; but it certainly could not 
have happened, if the road had not been completed ; and the road could 
not have been completed at that time, had the laborers rested on Sun- 
days. Be this as it may, we seriously believe that no man, or body of 
men, can long persist in setting at nought the obligation to keep holy 
the Lord’s day, without experiencing disadvantages which might be 
avoided by a strict conformity to the law of God. “ The Lord reign- 
eth.” — Wriness. 





> 


Obituary Notice. 

Departed this life on the 10th inst., in the 74th year of her age, Miss JANE MARSHALL, 
Endowed with a strong mind and sound judgment, and possessing in an eminent degree the 
ornament of *‘a meek and quiet spirit,” she discharged the duties of life with the utmost 
fidelity and affection, and passed the measure of her days in works of active usefulness and 
benevolence. Blest with kind conciliating manners, and an amiable and affectionate disposi» 
tion, she was a most devoted relative and friend, and abounding in that charity which “ think- 
eth no evil,” was peculiarly lenient in her judgment, of her fellow mortals. She was an 
humble unostentatious Christian, showing her faith by her works, and relying for salvation, 
solely on the merits of her Redeemer. During a long course of bodily suffering, she present- 
ed an example of patience and resignation, seldom equalled, and never exceeded. Her death 
has created, in the heart of an aged and attached sister, and of numerous relatives, (who felt 
for her as for a parent) a void, which can never be filled, but they are assured that their loss 
is her eternal gain, and that released from the cares and sorrows of life, she has attained 
those blissful realms— 


‘‘ Where the Saints of all ages in harmony meet, 
‘‘ Their Saviour and brethren transported to greet; 
‘¢ Where the anthems of :apture unceasingly roll, 


*¢ And the smile of the Lord is the feast of the soul.” 





— > - 
CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 1846. 
1, Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 15. Sezagesima Sunday. 
2. Purification of Blessed Virgin Mary. 22. Quinguagesima Sunday. 
8. Septuagesima Sunday. 24. St. Mathias. 
11. Anniversary of the P. E. Society for 25. Ash-Wednesday. The first day 
Adv. of Chris. in So. Ca. of Lent 
}2. Convention of the Pro. Epis. Church, in 
South-Carolina, meets. 

















“THE. NEW WEEK'S PREPARATION.” 
Just, Published and for sale by A, E. Miller, No. 4 Broadsst,, | 


“ The New. Week's Preparation for a worthy receiving of the Lord's 
Supper, recommended to the devout members of the Protestant Episcopal 

‘ Church, in the United States of America, consisting of Meditations and 
Prayers, for Morning and Evening of every Day in the Week, with 
Forms of Examination and Confession: and a Companion for the Altar, 
directing the Communicant in his Behaviour and Devotion at the Lord's 
Table ; with Instructions how to live well; and a Form of Daily Self: 





examination.” (i> Price 6245 cents. 
((> To Booksellers and others, the usual discount will be made. 
PREFACE, 


Tue “ New Week’s Preparation” has been often reprinted in Great Britain, and at least 
twice in America, It was greatly approved by several generations that have passed away, and 
by many of the present generation—we may say, by all who are familiar with it. . The scarcity 
of it is One reasoa that it js not more generally used. The present edition is a reprint of that 
by Witt1AM Waryer, at Baltimore, excepting that the Author’s Introduction is abridged ; 
the order fur the Goly Communion, as in the American Prayer-book, is substituted for that 
in the English; and Hymns for the occasion are added. 

In the present age, the intellectis cultivated at the expense of the heart: Devotional beoks 
are crowded from the religious press, by controversial, didactic; hortatory, and other publica- 
tions. Of the few devotional books publistied, it seems-to us, the reyrints, the old, are by 
far the better; and of the old, we know of no one to be preferred to that now beforé us. 

In devotional literature, the Church-ir Great-Britain is preeminently rich. We need’name. 
only the writings of Bishop Andrews, Bishop Tayler, Bishop Wilson, of Sodor.and Man; 
and: Scougal, and: of anonymous works, ‘‘ The New Whole Duty of Man,” and the “ New 
Manual.” This latter (in which we. often meet with thoughts and language kindred to those in 
the ‘* New Week’s Preparation,”) was reprinted in Charleston in 1810, having for its Editor 
our late-estimable- Bishop, and in New-York in 1817; and again in 1831, with additions and a 
recommendation, by the Bishop of North-Carolina. Having such, and so many excellent 
helps to devout meditatiun, and prayer, why, it may well be asked, should the members of our 
Church, choose to guide and animate their devotions by the writings of authors, not of our 
Church; some of whom have expressed a preference for ‘‘extempore prayer,” and in other 
respects are not unobjectionable. 

Of the work before us, the chief excellence’is the adoption of devotions from the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; and we mention next, th? adoption of sentiments and’ words from “the Book of Common- 
Prayer,” and the decided deference constantly paid to that in comparable Manual, and to the 
counsels of“ the Church. ””* 

It is impossible to separate devotion from instruction. Every one prays according to his 
creed. The Trinitarian makes a reference to the Sonof God: the non-Trinitarian either does 
not, or not recognizing his Divine nature. He who believes that **God the Son is the Ke- 
deemer of all mankind,” prays without reserve or qualification, for “‘ every man.’’ He who 
holds fast the doctrine of unconditional election, cordially prays for *‘ the elect only.’’ Prayer, 
whether by a form or extempore, will, of course, embody doctrine and precept. We estimat: 
hizhly the book before us, for its ‘‘ sound doctrine” and for it, incidentally, but impressively 
introduced, seriptural precepts—for example, ‘‘ May I fill up all the space of this week with. 
‘acts of religion, and fervent charity.” 

The directions, and the form for self-examination—a duty, the foundation of other impor- 
tant duties—are remarkably judicious and full; there is a separate section (which all forms. 
of self-examination have not) for ‘‘ duty towards ourselves,” thus adopting the classification 
of “godly, righteously, and soberly.”’ 

As specimens of discrimination, we refer to the remarks Part II. on “ restitution,” page 
68; on “assurance’’ and “‘ despondency,” page 86, and on *‘ abstinence,” page 107; and as 
specimens of the general excellency of the work, we invite attention to Part I., “ Instructions 
how to live well,” page 126; and a “ Prayer of Thanksgiving,” page 129; and in Part IL.,. 
to the *¢ Explanation of the Lord’s Supper,”’ page 1; to the hint on prying into mysteries, page 
23; to ‘‘the great advantages of frequent Communion,” page 54; and to “ the. Meditation 02 
universal Charity,” page 98. 

To many of the mature and: the young, the recollection that the ‘“New: Week’s Prepara- 
tion,” and we add the “‘ New Manual,” were often, perhaps daily, in the hands of their pa- 
rents and elder friends, now. gone to their rest, will naturally create an interest in these pious, 
beoks, and be a motive to the faithful-use of them. 

THE BISHOP, 


Of the Diocese of South-Carolina, 
Charleston, St. Matthew’s Day, 1845. . 
* For examphe, “Many communicants distract themselves with private devotions, when in dusz 
they should attend to the public service of THE Cuurcs.” 
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Recezpts for the Gospel Messenger for the ‘following years: 











Amount brought forward received for Vol, XXI. - - $565 50 
Amount brought forward received, for Vol. XXII. - --.« > $12.00 
aa $877 50 

Mrs. Terry, Edgefield, 1844 & °45, - - ~ = & 00 

Rev. P. T. Keith, tek Be cn ° : 3 00 

Dr. Wm. Alston, Georgetown, 1845, - - - 3 00 

Rev. A. W. Marshall, : és - - - 3 00 

Miss Eliza M. Desaussure, Camden, 1845, - - 3 00 

$895 50 

Cash advanced by Bishop Gadsden to sustain the Gospel Messenger, : 162 56 
$1058 00 


Deficiency for the two Volumes, ending-with March 1846, at the rate of 
$624 per annum, - : - a - 166 00 











| 1846. 
Amount brought forward for Vol. XXITI. - - : : $3 00 
Wm. Heyward sen., Grahamville,  - - > - 3 00 
Mrs. Alice Heyward, ot : - - - 3 00 
CONVENTION. 


The Fifty-seventh Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of 
South-Carolina, will be held in St’ Michael’s Church, Charleston, on the second Thursday, 


being the 12th day of February, at 10 o'clock A. M. 
C. WALLACE, See’y. 


January 1 
THE REV. PHILIP GADSDEN, 


Rector of St. Paul’s Church at Summerville, will take into bis family a limited number of 
Pupils, and prepare them fur admission into the Freshman Class of any of om Colleges, or in 
English Studies only, if desired. His terms are for the year for Board $160. For Tuition, 
$4U0. Fer further particulars, apply to him, or to the Bishop. January 1 








NEW BOOKS—JUST RECEIVED. 
Christmas Holydays in Rome, by W. J. Kipp,~ author of the Double Witness, and Lenten 


Fast ; a very interesting American work, price $1. 
An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine, by John Henry Newman, (pam.) 50 cts, 
The Church’s Argument for Christianity, or the Apostolic Succession, maintained and exhi- 
bited as evidence for the truth of the Christian Religion; by the Rey. William Johnson, 
author of a Treatise on Infant Baptism, 374 cents. ae. 
Sermons by Henry E. Manning, M.A., Archdeacon of Winchester, from the third London 
Edition, 624 cents. | 
Bowden’s Life and Pontificate of Gregory VII., $1 50. ; 
Bishop Otey’s Sermons on the Unity of the Church, the Ministry, the Apostolic Succession. 
The Dark River, an Allegory, by the Rey, Ed- Monro; from the Londen edition, with engra- 
vings from the original designs ; — by the Gen. P. E, Sun. S. Union, 624 cenis. 
The Young Churchman Catechised, by Rev. Wm. H. Odenheimer, recommended for Bible 


Classes. 


Churchman’s Library, Vol. 1, bound, $2 50. Subscribers for the work, which is now in 
course of publication, will be received by : 
A. E. MILLER. 


Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 
Thos. G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No, 1,Southern wharf, will attend at the Library Chal- 
mers’-street, every Friday, from 124 to 2o’clock. The Library is open every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o’clock. Annual subscription $5; Life subscrip- 
tion 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fsq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10; 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernen-st.; Librarian, Miss Cobia, Wentworth, near Pitt- 
street, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. > 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasa- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. | 








